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Renewable Energy Center  
=  
Learning Opportunities  

How to systematically integrate 
students learning with the 

opportunities brought with the 
Renewable Energy Center. 
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Challenge Center for Clean Energy Research and 
Education (CENCERE) 

Engage faculty, students and staff in the 
study of clean energy across the whole 
campus. 
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Undergraduate Education 

Applied Engineering & Technology 

Alternative Energies and Sustainability 
Concentration 

 
Dr. Isaac Slaven 
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Undergraduate Education 

Interdisciplinary Minor on Environmental 
Sustainability 

 

Dr. Karen Gaines 

Dr. Chris Laingen 
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Center for Clean Energy Research and Education (CENCERE) 

Multi-disciplinary Master of Science in Sustainable Energy 
Prepare Leaders for Energy Industry 
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CENCERE: 
MS in Sustainable 

Energy 

Biological 
Sciences 

Chemistry 

Geology/Geography 

Business 

Communication 
Studies 

Technology Physics 

Economics 

English Political 
Science 
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Biomass Education and Research  
A Project Supported by National Science Foundation 
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Grassy Biomass Gasification 
A Project Sponsored by Illinois Sustainable Technology Center, UIUC 

Dr. Jerry Cloward 
Dr. Rendong Bai 

Chengdong Hu, Ramin Khalilinejad  
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Application of Biomass Gasification Ash 
A Project Sponsored by Illinois Sustainable Technology Center at UIUC 
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Undergraduate Student Research 
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Making Pellets from Recycled Wood 
Partner with  Private Industry 

Patrick Lyons and David Conwell 
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Wood Pellets 
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Featured Research 

• Dr. Thomas Canam (Biological Science): Fungi for 
Energy 

• Dr. Jill Deppie: Sustainable Ecological Systems 
• Mr. Dan Johnson: Bio-diesel 
• Dr. Jonathan Blitz (Chemistry): Gasification 

Chemistry 
• Dr. Hongshen He (Chemistry): Organic Solar Cells 
• Dr. Gopal Periyannan (Chemistry): Microbial 

Energy Solutions 
• Dr. Douglas Klarup and Dr. Karen Gaines: Biochar  
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Renewable Energy Research Mentorship 
for High School Students at EIU 
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Vision: Biomass Go To Place 

“…EIU will be the “go-to location” to see the 
combination of bench scale and commercial 
scale gasification in support of research, 
education and regional economic 
development…” 

 

--President Perry (August 31, 2011) 
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EIU Energy Park 
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Ground Breaking for CENCERE Building 
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CENCERE Building Under Construction 
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Research Labs and Idea Incubator 
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Outreach 

• Renewable Energy Research Mentorship 
(ongoing) 

• Teachers Institute on Renewable Energy (June 
2014) 

• Summer Camp for High School Students (June 
2014) 
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Center for Clean Energy Research 

and Education (CENCERE) 
 
 

http://www.eiu.edu/energy/ 
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Thank you! 
 
 

Questions? 
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